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Service of
Holy Communion

For the Season
of
Epiphany

Sunday 11" January 2025
The Baptism of Christ
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Deacon Sarah

Presiding & Preaching Canon Simon

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER
(Please remain seated)

Opening prayer

Creator of the heavens,

who led the Magi by a star

to worship the Christ-child:

guide and sustain us,

that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Faith Seekers go to their activity
in the small hall




HYMN 227 - Crown him with many crowns

1 Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns
all music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and hail him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

2 Crown him the Virgin’s Son,

the God incarnate born,

whose arm those crimson trophies won
which now his brow adorn:

Fruit of the mystic Rose,

as of that Rose the Stem;

the Root whence mercy ever flows,

the Babe of Bethlehem.

3 Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,

those wounds yet visible above

in beauty glorified:

no angel in the sky

can fully bear that sight,

but downward bends his burning eye
at mysteries so bright.

4 Crown him the Lord of peace,

whose power a sceptre sways

from pole to pole, that wars may cease,
and all be prayer and praise:

his reign shall know no end,

and round his piercéd feet

fair flowers of paradise extend

their fragrance ever sweet.



5 Crown him the Lord of years,
the Potentate of time,

creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime:

all hail, Redeemer, hail!

for thou hast died for me;

thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

Matthew Bridges (1800—1894)*
The expression ‘mystic Rose’ in verse 2, line 5, is a mediaeval title for the Blessed
Virgin, and is combined here with a reference to Isaiah 11. 1.

Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has come!
Praise to Christ our light

INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION

The grace of God

has dawned upon the world with healing for all.
Though we have grieved him,

yet he will heal us if we confess our sins

in penitence and faith.



Confession (please sit or kneel)

A moment of Silence

When we fail to see Christ
In friend and stranger
Lord have mercy

Lord have mercy

When we fail to see Christ

In the miracle of your good earth
Christ have mercy

Christ have mercy

When we fail to see Christ

In the secrets of our own hearts
Lord have mercy

Lord have mercy

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,

and keep us in life eternal,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



THE GLORIA
(If you are able, please stand to sing the Gloria)

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the Highest and peace to his people on earth,
Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father. Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the week — found on the pew sheet)

Heavenly Father,

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son:
may we recognise him as our Lord

and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
(please sit)

BIBLE READING

New Testament: Acts 10.34-43 Read by ?

Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of
Cornelius: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ - he is Lord of all. That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the
baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea
and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

For the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



HYMN 46 - On Jordan's bank

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings from the King of kings.

2 Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
prepare we in our hearts a home

where such a mighty Guest may come.

3 For thou art our salvation, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without thy grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.

4 To heal the sick stretch out thine hand,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;

shine forth and let thy light restore
earth's own true loveliness once more.

5 All praise, eternal Son, to thee,
whose advent sets thy people free;
whom with the Father we adore
and Holy Ghost for evermore.

CHARLES COFFIN (1676 — 1749)
translated by JOHN CHANDLER (1806 — 1876)



GOSPEL READING Matthew 3.13-end
(Please remain standing)

Alleluia, alleluia. Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among
the nations and believed in throughout the world.
Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St
Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptised by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, ‘| need to be baptised by
you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.” Then
he consented. And when Jesus had been baptised, just as he came
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom | am well pleased.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Canon Simon



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (please stand)

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - Led by Sue (Please sit or kneel)
These responses may be used:

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

at the end

Merciful Father,

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Faith Seekers return and show what they have been doing

NOTICES AND TIME OF SHARING

THE PEACE
(If you would like to, please stand)

Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, and Prince of Peace. Let him
rule our hearts now, as one day he will rule the world.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace

OFFERTORY HYMN 104 - Songs of thankfulness

(During the offertory hymn the bread and wine and collection are
brought to the Altar)

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise,
manifested by the star

to the sages from afar;

branch of royal David’s stem

in thy birth at Bethlehem:

anthems be to thee addrest,

God in man made manifest.
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2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
and at Cana wedding-

guest

in thy Godhead manifest;

manifest in power divine,

changing water into wine:

anthems be to thee

addrest,

God in man made manifest.

3 Manifest in making whole
palsied limbs and fainting soul;
manifest in valiant flight,
quelling all the devil’s might;
manifest in gracious will,

ever bringing good from ill:
anthems be to thee addrest,
God in man made manifest.

4 Sun and moon shall darkened be,
stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee;
Christ will then like lightning shine,
all will see his glorious sign;

all will then the trumpet hear,

all will see the Judge appear:

thou by all wilt be confest,

God in man made manifest.

5 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
mirrored in thy holy word;

may we imitate thee now,

and be pure, as pure art thou;

that we like to thee may be

at thy great Epiphany;

and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in man made manifest.
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Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885)

Lord, accept your people’s gifts,

not gold, frankincense or myrrh,

but hearts and voices raised in praise

of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation.
Amen

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (please sit or kneel)
The Choir may remain standing

The Lord be with you
and also with you

Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give thanks and praise

All honour and praise be yours ever-living God, for your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who was born of the Virgin Mary by the
power of your Spirit and lived as one of us.

We give thanks for your glory made present in our midst.

In the coming of the Magi the King of all the world was revealed
to the nations.

In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as the Christ, the
Saviour sent to redeem us.

In the water made wine the new creation was revealed at the
wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
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Therefore, with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to
proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of
praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that
broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and
blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and,
taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them
and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he
praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with
confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we
proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith.

Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your
kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the
earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving
arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in
heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for
ever and ever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we
pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

We break the bread of life

And that life is the light of the world
God here among us

Light in the midst of us

Bring us to light and life
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The Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

This is the table of our Lord, where hurts are healed, and all is
made new in the love of God. Come not because it is | who invite
you, it is our Lord; It is his will that those who want him should
meet him here.

All are welcome to come forward to receive the bread and the wine or
a blessing. It is helpful for us if you say your name when you come to
the front. The choir will receive Holy Communion first at the High Altar,
followed by the rest of the congregation who will receive Holy
Communion at the Chancel step.

An anthem is usually sung by the Choir and then a Hymn is also
sung during communion (please remain seated).

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink in remembrance

that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

Anthem Come, Holy Ghost (Attwood)
17



Hymn 427 - Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away.

1 Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,
slain for us: and we remember

the promise made that all who come in faith
find forgiveness at the cross.

So we share in this bread of life,

and we drink of his sacrifice,

as a sign of our bonds of peace

around the table of the King.

2 The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,

torn for you: eat and remember

the wounds that heal, the death that brings us life,
paid the price to make us one.

So we share in this bread of life,

and we drink of his sacrifice,

as a sign of our bonds of love

around the table of the King.

3 The blood that cleanses every stain of sin,
shed for you: drink and remember

he drained death’s cup that all may enter in
to receive the life of God.

So we share in this bread of life,

and we drink of his sacrifice,

as a sign of our bonds of grace

around the table of the King.

4 And so with thankfulness and faith we rise
to respond and to remember

our call to follow in the steps of Christ

as his Body here on earth.

As we share in his suffering,

we proclaim: Christ will come

again!

And we’ll join in the feast of heaven

around the table of the King.
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Words and Music: © 2007

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Said by a minister and found on the weekly pew sheet.

Lord God,

the bright splendour whom the nations seek:

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in your Son,

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.
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HYMN 108 - When Jesus came to Jordan

1 When Jesus came to Jordan
to be baptised by John,

he did not come for pardon,
but as his Father’s Son.

He came to share repentance
with all who mourn their sins,
to speak the vital sentence
with which good news begins.

2 He came to share temptation,
our utmost woe and loss,

for us and our salvation

to die upon the cross.

So when the Dove descended
on him, the Son of Man,

the hidden years had ended,
the age of grace began.

3 Come, Holy Spirit, aid us

to keep the vows we make,
this very day invade us,

and every bondage break.
Come, give our lives direction,
the gift we covet most:

to share the resurrection

that leads to Pentecost.

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)

20



THE BLESSING

May God the Father, who led the wise men by the shining of a
star to find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead us also in our
journey to find the Lord. Amen.

May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness,
give us a place with the saints in light in the kingdom of his
beloved Son. Amen.

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts
and fill our lives with his joy and peace. Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL

Go in the peace of Christ, to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Or

By the power of the Spirit, we take into our community the peace
and love of God.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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