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Presiding Rev Jim 

 
 

WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER 
(Please remain seated) 

 

 

 

 

Opening prayer 

Creator of the heavens, 

who led the Magi by a star 

to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us, 

that we may find our journey’s end 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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HYMN 721 - Love divine 
 
1  Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
All thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
Pure unbounded love thou art; 
Visit us with thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 
 
2  Come, almighty to deliver, 
Let us all thy grace receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Never more thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve thee as thy hosts above; 
Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
Glory in thy perfect love. 
 
3  Finish then thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in thee. 
Changed from glory into glory 
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788) 

 
 
 

 

Arise, shine, for the Light of the World has come! 

Praise to Christ our light  
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INTRODUCTION TO CONFESSION  

 

The grace of God  

has dawned upon the world with healing for all.   

Though we have grieved him,  

yet he will heal us if we confess our sins  

in penitence and faith. 

 

 
 
 
 
Confession (please sit or kneel) 
 
A moment of Silence 

 

When we fail to see Christ 

In friend and stranger  

Lord have mercy 

Lord have mercy 

 

When we fail to see Christ 

In the miracle of your good earth 

Christ have mercy 

Christ have mercy 

 

When we fail to see Christ 

In the secrets of our own hearts  

Lord have mercy 

Lord have mercy  
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Almighty God,  

who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all our sins,  

confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,  

and keep us in life eternal,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

 

 
 

THE GLORIA  

(If you are able, please stand to sing the Gloria) 

 
Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

Glory to God in the Highest and peace to his people on earth,  

Lord God, Heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father. Lord God, Lamb of 

God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 

For you alone are the Holy one, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Glory to God, Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest. 
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THE COLLECT (Prayer of the week – found on the pew sheet) 
 

Almighty God, 

who caused the light of the gospel 

to shine throughout the world 

through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 

grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion 

may follow him in bearing witness to your truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

 

ALL AGE TALK 

 
 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  
(please sit) 
 
BIBLE READING  
 

Acts 9: 1-22 Read by Delphine 
 

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 

synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to 

the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a 

light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard 

a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He 

asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you 

are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with him stood 

speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got 

up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 

nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  
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For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now 

there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to 

him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord 

said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 

house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment 

he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 

come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ 

But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 

how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he 

has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ 

But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 

chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the 

people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for 

the sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He 

laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 

appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may 

regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately 

something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 

Then he got up and was baptised, and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength. 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and 

immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 

‘He is the Son of God.’ All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is 

not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who 

invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of 

bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ Saul became 

increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in 

Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.  

 

 

For the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 609 - Christ is the world's light 
 

1 Christ is the world’s light, he and none other:                                                                                          
born in our darkness, he became our brother;                                                                                                  
if we have seen him, we have seen the Father:                                                                                            
Glory to God on high.  
 
2 Christ is the world’s peace, he and none other:                                                                                          
no one can serve him and despise a brother;                                                                                              
who else unites us, one in God the Father?                                                                                                 
Glory to God on high.  
 
3 Christ is the world’s life, he and none other;                                                                                              
sold once for silver, murdered here, our brother.                                                                                          
He who redeems us, reigns with God the Father:                                                                                      
Glory to God on high.  
 
4 Give God the glory, God and none other;                                                                                                   
give God the glory, Spirit, Son and Father;                                                                                                      
give God the glory, God in man my brother;                                                                                               
Glory to God on high.  
 

FRED PRATT GREEN (1903–2000)  

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING   Matthew 19: 27-end 

(Please remain standing) 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among  

the nations and believed in throughout the world. 

Alleluia. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St 
Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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Peter said to Jesus: ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. 

What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the 

renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of 

his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 

judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses 

or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my 

name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. 

But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

SERMON Sarah 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (please stand) 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 
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This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION - Led by Rev Pauline 

(Please be seated) 
 
 

These responses may be used: 
 

Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer. 
 

at the end 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 
 
NOTICES AND TIME OF SHARING 
 
 
 
THE PEACE (If you would like to, please stand) 

 

Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, and Prince of Peace. Let him 

rule our hearts now, as one day he will rule the world. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
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Deacon: Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN 664 - How sweet the name of Jesus 
sounds  
(During the offertory hymn the bread and wine and collection are 
brought to the Altar) 
 

1  How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer's ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 
 

2  It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
'tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary, rest. 
 

3  Dear Name, the rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 
my never-failing treasury, filled  
with boundless stores of grace! 
 

4  Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
my Prophet, Priest and King, 
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
accept the praise I bring. 
 

5  Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou art, 
I'll praise thee as I ought. 
 

6  Till then I would thy love proclaim 
with every fleeting breath; 
and may the music of thy Name 
refresh my soul in death! 
 

JOHN NEWTON (1725 – 1807) 
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Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 

not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 

but hearts and voices raised in praise 

of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 

Amen 
 

 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (please sit or kneel)  
 

The Choir may remain standing 
 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you 
 

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise 

 
 

 

All honour and praise be yours ever-living God, for your Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who was born of the Virgin Mary by the 

power of your Spirit and lived as one of us. 

We give thanks for your glory made present in our midst. 
 

In the coming of the Magi the King of all the world was revealed 

to the nations. 

In the waters of baptism Jesus was revealed as the Christ, the 

Saviour sent to redeem us.  
  

In the water made wine the new creation was revealed at the 

wedding feast.  

Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.  
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Therefore, with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to 

proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of 

praise: 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that 

broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and 

blood of your dear Son.  
     

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, 

taking bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them 

and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this 

in remembrance of me. 
 

 

 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he 

praised you, gave it to them and said:  

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which 

is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
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So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with 

confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we 

proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 

 

 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 

 

 

 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your 

kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the 

earth. Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving 

arms and bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in 

heaven.  

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we 

pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

  

We break the bread of life 

And that life is the light of the world 

God here among us 

Light in the midst of us 

Bring us to light and life 
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The Agnus Dei  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

grant us peace. 

 

 

This is the table of our Lord, where hurts are healed, and all is 

made new in the love of God. Come not because it is I who invite 

you, it is our Lord; It is his will that those who want him should 

meet him here.  

 

All are welcome to come forward to receive the bread and the wine or 

a blessing. It is helpful for us if you say your name when you come to 

the front. The choir will receive Holy Communion first at the High Altar, 

followed by the rest of the congregation who will receive Holy 

Communion at the Chancel step.  

 

An anthem is usually sung by the Choir and then a Hymn is also 

sung during communion (please remain seated).  

 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ  

which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance  

that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts  

by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

 

Anthem A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester (White) 
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HYMN 787 - Take my life, and let it be 
 
1  Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2  Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
Take my feet, and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
3  Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my lips, and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 
 
4  Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect, and use 
every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
5  Take my will, and make it thine: 
it shall be no longer mine; 
take my heart:  it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
6  Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 
 
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL (1836 – 1879) 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Said by a minister and found on the weekly pew sheet. 

Almighty God, 

who on the day of Pentecost 

sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles 

with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, 

filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 

by the power of the same Spirit 

strengthen us to witness to your truth 

and to draw everyone to the fire of your love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us  

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies  

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory.   

Amen. 

 

 
 

 

HYMN   588 - And can it be 
 

1  And can it be that I should gain  
an interest in the Saviour's blood!  
Died he for me, who caused his pain!  
For me, who him to death pursued?  
Amazing love! How can it be  
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  
Amazing love! How can it be  
that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  
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2  'Tis mystery all! the Immortal dies: 
Who can explore his strange design?  
In vain the firstborn seraph tries  
to sound the depths of love divine!  
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more.  
'Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
let angel minds inquire no more.  
   
3  He left his Father's throne above  
so free, so infinite his grace;  
emptied himself of all but love,  
and bled for Adam's helpless race; 
'tis mercy all, immense and free,  
for, O my God, it found out me. 
'tis mercy all, immense and free,  
for, O my God, it found out me. 
 
4  Long my imprisoned spirit lay,  
fast bound in sin and nature's night;  
thine eye diffused a quickening ray;  
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;  
my chains fell off, my heart was free,  
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  
my chains fell off, my heart was free,  
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  
 
5  No condemnation now I dread;  
Jesus, and all in him, is mine;  
alive in him, my living Head,  
and clothed in righteousness divine,  
bold I approach the eternal throne,  
and claim the crown, through Christ my own.  
bold I approach the eternal throne,  
and claim the crown, through Christ my own.  
 
CHARLES WESLEY (1707-1788) 
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THE BLESSING 

 

May God the Father, who led the wise men by the shining of a 

star to find the Christ, the Light from Light, lead us also in our 

journey to find the Lord. Amen. 

 

May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of darkness, 

give us a place with the saints in light in the kingdom of his 

beloved Son. Amen. 

 

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our hearts 

and fill our lives with his joy and peace. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Go in the peace of Christ, to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

Or 

 

By the power of the Spirit, we take into our community the peace 

and love of God. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 
 


