Your guide to this coming week

Monday 13t April

10am Bible Study

11am — 4pm Community Friendship Café
11.30am Midday Prayer (John 3: 1-8)
5.30pm Bell Ringing Practice

Tuesday 14" April
2pm  Busy Fingers

Wednesday 15" April
12pm Midday Prayer (John 3: 16-21)

Friday 17 April
12pm Holy Communion
6pm  Choir Practice

Sunday 19*" April
10am Sung Eucharist
6pm  Holy Communion — Church Centre

St. Margaret’s Coffee Concerts

We are delighted to announce that our Coffee Concerts
will be starting again in May,
and will showcase between May — September at 1.15pm
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Friday 8" May - David Grealy
Organist of Cathedral St. John the Baptist, Norwich

Friday 22" May - The St. Peter’s Handbell Ringers

FREE ENTRY - DONATIONS FOR ST. MARGARET’S WELCOMED ON THE DAY
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
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SAFEGUARDING
We are committed to safeguarding all worshippers, staff
and visitors. If you have a concern, please refer to the
noticeboards on how to voice your concern
Our Safeguarding Officer is Zoe Parle
10am service is livestreamed - Side aisles not in view

NB: The taking of photos is only permitted with the express
permission of the clergy and individuals concerned

*k%

Toilet & Baby Changing available in the Centre
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CONTACT DETAILS
Rector Office
Revd. Canon Simon Stokes 01502 561973
simon@stmargaretslowestoft.co.uk  office@stmargaretslowestoft.co.uk
01502 573046 or 07771 520085 Tues & Wed_ 9am — 3.30pm
THURSDAYS ARE SIMON’S DAY OF REST Fri 8.30am — 5pm

12.04.26

WELCOMETO

ST. MARGARET’'S CHURCH

LOWESTOFT

Sunday 12t April 2026

2"d Sunday of Easter
A shortened service followed by APCM

10.00am Sung Eucharist

Presiding: Canon Simon

Preaching:  Canon Simon

Reader: Grace SCAN FOR
Gospel: John 20: 19-end BOOKLET
Intercessor: Sarah

Hymns: 203, 209, 805, 429 & 652

Anthems: Now the green blade rises (Bullard)

Refreshments served afterwards in the Centre

APCM - Church Centre
2pm Baptism — Marley Tall

6pm Choral Evensong
Leading: Canon Simon
Preaching: Canon Simon
Reader: Ruth

Readings: Exodus 14: 10-end; 15:20-21
Acts 2: 14a, 22-32

Hymns: 236,678 & 194

Psalm: 81 vs 1-10 (Rawsthorne)
Canticles:  Wood in E flat

Anthem: This Joyful Eastertide (Wood)
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Sunday 19t April 2026

3" Sunday of Easter

10am Sung Eucharist
6pm Holy Communion — Church Centre
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Prayers for Your Parish - Street by Street
This week, please pray for the residents of:
Camden Street - Map no. 124 [ Ref. H 1 14
Church Road - Map no. 93b / Ref. 112
Clarence Road - Map no. 142 [ Ref. 1 13




Readings for Sunday 12" April 2026

New Testament: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32

Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his
voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me
explain this to you; listen carefully to what |
say. “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God
did among you through him, as you yourselves
know. This man was handed over to you by
God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to
death by nailing him to the cross. But God
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for
death to keep its hold on him. David said about
him: “l saw the Lord always before me.
Because he is at my right hand, | will not be
shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my
tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope,
because you will not abandon me to the realm
of the dead, you will not let your holy one see
decay. You have made known to me the paths
of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
“Fellow Israelites, | can tell you confidently that
the patriarch David died and was buried, and
his tomb is here to this day. But he was a
prophet and knew that God had promised him
on oath that he would place one of his
descendants on his throne. Seeing what was
to come, he spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the
realm of the dead, nor did his body see
decay. God has raised this Jesus to life, and
we are all witnesses of it.

Gospel: John 20:19 - end

When it was evening on that day, the first day
of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, ‘Peace be with you.” After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.’

When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” But Thomas (who was called the
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told
him, ‘We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, ‘Unless | see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’
Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written
in this book. But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you
may have life in his name.
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Collect (Prayer of the Week)

Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father.

Post Communion Prayer

Lord God our Father,

through our Saviour Jesus Christ

you have assured your children of eternal life
and in baptism have made us one with him:
deliver us from the death of sin

and raise us to new life in your love,

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Readings for Choral Evensong

Old Testament: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21

As Pharaoh approached, the lIsraelites looked
up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after
them. They were terrified and cried out to
the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because
there were no graves in Egypt that you brought
us to the desert to die? What have you done to
us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to
you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the
Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to
serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”

Moses answered the people, ‘Do not be
afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The
Egyptians you see today you will never
see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need
only to be still.” Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites
to move on. Raise your staff and stretch out your
hand over the sea to divide the water so that the
Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. |
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that
they will go in after them. And | will gain glory
through Pharaoh and all his army, through his
chariots and his horsemen. The Egyptians will
know that | am the Lord when | gain glory
through Pharaoh, his chariots and his
horsemen.” Then the angel of God, who had
been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew
and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also
moved from in front and stood
behind them, coming between the armies of
Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud
brought darkness to the one side and light to the
other side; so neither went near the other all
night long. Then Moses stretched out his
hand over the sea,and all that night
the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east
wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were
divided, and the Israelites went through the
sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their
right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued
them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and
horsemen followed them into the sea. During the
last watch of the night the Lord looked down
from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian
army and threw it into confusion. He jammed the
wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty
driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away
from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them
against Egypt. “Then the Lord said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the
waters may flow back over the Egyptians and
their chariots and horsemen.” Moses stretched
out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the
sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were

fleeing toward it, and the Lord swept them into
the sea. The water flowed back and covered the
chariots and horsemen - the entire army of
Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the
sea. Not one of them survived. But the Israelites
went through the sea on dry ground, with a
wall of water on their right and on their left. That
day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying
dead on the shore. And when the Israelites saw
the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against
the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and
put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.

Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a
timbrel in her hand, and all the women followed
her, with timbrels and dancing. Miriam sang to
them: “Sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.
Both horse and driver he has hurled into the
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Sea.

New Testament: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his
voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me
explain this to you; listen carefully to what | say.
‘Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of
Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did
among you through him, as you yourselves
know. This man was handed over to you by
God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to
death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised
him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of
death, because it was impossible for death to
keep its hold on him. David said about him:

“l saw the Lord always before me. Because he
is at my right hand, | will not be shaken.
Therefore, my heart is glad and my tongue
rejoices; my body also will rest in hope,
because you will not abandon me to the realm of
the dead, you will not let your holy one see
decay. You have made known to me the paths
of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’
“Fellow lIsraelites, | can tell you confidently that
the patriarch David died and was buried, and his
tomb is here to this day. But he was a prophet
and knew that God had promised him on oath
that he would place one of his descendants on
his throne. Seeing what was to come, he spoke
of the resurrection of the Messiah, that he was
not abandoned to the realm of the dead, nor did
his body see decay. God has raised this Jesus to
life, and we are all withesses of it.



